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THE AWAKENING OF THE BIEDS. 

BY T. MARTIN TRIPPB. 

To those who are in the custom of studying the habits 
of our native birds, their awakening, and early songs are 
very interesting. It is in the early morning that birds 
are in the highest spirits ; then it is that they appear to the 
best advantage ; and then it is that their songs are sweet- 
est. When summer comes on, and the days grow hot 
and long, and the singing of the birds ceases nearly alto- 
gether, early in the morning, ere yet the sun has' warmed 
the cool air, the birds sing with all their former vivacity, 
and seem the same merry-hearted beaux that they were in 
spring. The early morning has always been a favorite 
time of mine for studying Natural History, and especially 
Ornithology ; and I always learn more in one hour then, 
than in three or four in the middle of the day. 

Some birds rise much earlier than others. As a rule, 
those that live in the fields are much earlier risers than 
those dwelling in the woods ; and, per contra, the field 
birds go to bed earlier than the wood birds. 

The Robin is our earliest songster. While the stars 
still twinkle, and the first gray streaks of dawn have but 
just appeared, the Eobin wakes from his sleep, and pours 
forth his matin hymn. From all sides the songs proceed, 
— from the orchard and garden, from the edge of the 
neighboring woods, and from the trees that fringe the 
brooks and ponds, you hear the joyous, ringing strains of 
this delightful songster. After singing for ten minutes 
or so, Robin descends from his perch, and seeks his 
breakfast with an appetite sharpened by the morning air ; 
yet you hear him throughout the morning, but not so 
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often as in the early dusk. Then he puts forth his finest 
effort ; and if you would fully appreciate his song, you 
must listen to his matinee which he gives in the earliest 
light. 

While the Robin is yet singing, the two Pewees awake, 
and mingle their mournful notes with the Robin-concert. 
These notes, though so sad and plaintive, have, never- 
theless, a pleasing effect ; and the common Pewee espec- 
ially is welcome. Long after you have ceased to hear 
him in the broad glare of day, or even in the quiet even- 
ing, you may listen to him in the early morning, the 
fresh air of which seems to have an electric effect, not 
only upon him, but upon all the other birds besides. 

Shortly after the Robin has finished his song, or rather 
while he is still singing, the Bluebird is heard "saluting 
the morn with his soft notes." You seldom hear him 
during the hot summer days of June and July ; but here, 
in the early morning, he is the same gallant and musical 
fellow that he was in March and April. Simultaneously 
with the Bluebird the Chipping Sparrow awakes, and is 
soon heard chanting his simple cricket-like song frOm the 
garden and lawn. 

But now, as the light increases, and the clouds in the 
east give evidence by their crimson hues that the sun is 
nearingthe horizon, birds of all sorts begin to awake. 
The sharp n &phacJc p of the Least Flycatcher comes from 
the orchards ; the King-birds make the fields noisy with 
their notes, and the songs come so thick and fast, that it 
is next to impossible to tell which was the earliest. The 
Song Sparrows and the Indigo-birds sing sweetly from 
their accustomed haunts, while the Vesper Sparrow de- 
livers his delightful strains from the broad open pasture- 
lands. This latter bird seems to take a fancy to singing 
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in the dusk, for, although one may hear him at all hours, 
still he prefers the dim morn or the quiet twilight. The 
Bobolink is an early riser too, and his jolly , jingling notes 
add much to the chorus of bird-voices that now chant so 
sweet a concert on every side. 

The forest birds are now awake, and from the dark, 
distant woods come the faint bell-like notes of the Wood 
Thrush, our prince of songsters. The Veery, and the 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak join in with him, and the woods 
soon ring with the notes of these three birds, who are 
unquestionably our finest songsters. The Vireos, who 
have been awake some time, lend their sweet voices to 
swell the choir ; and as the sun rises in the sky, the con- 
cert each moment grows louder and louder. The Golden- 
crowned Thrush begins his hurried, ecstatic song; the 
Wrens, Catbirds, Orioles, Warblers, and Sparrows, all 
add their notes to the sylvan concert ; and by the time 
the sun has lifted himself well above the horizon, all the 
birds are awake and in full song. 



AGENCY OF INSECTS IN FERTILIZING 
PLANTS. 

BY W. J. BBAL. 

(Concluded from page 260.J 

Theke are two other peculiarities among certain plants 
by which a cross-fertilization is made most probable, and 
even very sure in some cases, notwithstanding the flowers 
are all perfect and of one form. 

In some of these the stigmas come out and are fertil- 
ized before the anthers of the flower burst open ; while in 



